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MASC Update 2020

• MASC Inc. financials

• Two new board members are due to be elected/nominated

• 2018 IAIC Informatics Meeting recommendations:

- Arabidopsis informatic resources page at TAIR

- Arabidopsis research summary – distillation of annual MASC Report

- White paper

• Araport update – interim solution and a view to the future

• Online Plant Bioinformatics specialization



MASC Financials

• Annual filing for FY2019-2020 (year end is August 31st) done by 
Cowperthwaite Mehta Chartered Accountants – bank balance $3,381.44 at 
start of year. Current year’s activities/balance at July 9th, 2020: $10,980.23

→ Accounting & bookkeeping, T2

→ ICAR2019 MASC fees 
($US10 x 791 paying attendees)

HST rebate (like VAT)

→ Corporations Canada filing fee

→

→ Hostpapa, arabidopsisresearch  
.org domain Dec. 4, 2019, 1 yr.

→ MASC Report printing/postage



Ideas from an Arabidopsis Informatics Workshop, 24-25 May 2018

• Arabidopsis “super-portal” with links and short descriptions for 

Arabidopsis informatics resources

• Published MASC report summary yearly in a journal with all 

subcommittee chairs as co-authors

• Improved sharing between major data providers (BAR eFP images now in 
TAIR gene pages!)

• Ideas to appear in a white paper



“Super-portal” for Arabidopsis Informatics Resources page at TAIR

https://conf.arabidopsis.org/display/COM/Resources



Arabidopsis research summary in Plant Direct 

Distill 100 pages to a summary of
→ Arabidopsis research highlights,

Inaugural paper accept for pub-
lication in Plant Direct!



BAR and TAIR took on main parts of Araport, NCGR a new partner

• Araport funding was not renewed by National Science Foundation in U.S.

• TAIR has set up Araport’s JBrowse instance with all current tracks

• The BAR has rebuilt and updated Thalemine completely 

• New Genome Context Viewer instance to view 14 assembled A.th. genomes 



Funding for future Araport work

• Library subscription model (as TAIR currently implements for institutions)?

• Donations model?

• ICAR participant levy or through MASC levy?



From 2018 MASC bioinfo survey: selected “Education” remarks 

Ask and ye shall receive…



Plant Bioinformatic Methods Specialization on Coursera.org

https://www.coursera.org/specializations/plant-bioinformatic-methods - 2,721 
registrants to date, free to audit. Arabidopsis-friendly!



See also ART-21 White Paper 


